
Lesson 3: Garbage/Recycling 







Do you know what happens when your 
garbage is not collected? 

• Well, fortunately for all you students… you didn’t 
have to live through a garbage strike! 

• We will learn about how important garbage and 
recycling workers and their trucks are to 
everyone! 

• We will see how dirty the streets of NYC becomes 
when the garbage is not collected, even if its just 
for 13 days! 

• Along the way we will learn what happens when 
trash is not picked up. 







Were you wondering why we just 
counted all those elephants? 

• Here is a interesting fact… one elephant weighs about 1 
metric ton.  Pretty heavy right? 

• On the previous page we counted 28 elephants… so that’s 
about 28 metric tons.  That’s a lot of heaviness going on 
there right? 

• Well, here is a interesting bit of fact during the Great NYC 
Garbage Strike of 1968.  It only nine days of strikes… NYC 
had piled up 100,000 tons of garbage.  All that garbage was 
left on the streets of NYC. 

• Here is a real news clip from the NYC Garbage Strike. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTZ0Yn1sXws 










